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Minister's Message 


Hello and welcome to the new Together magazine! 
As some of our readers know, Together began two 
years ago as a magazine about multiculturalism today, 
produced by the Department of the Secretary of State. 
Together is now the magazine for the newly created 

Department of Multiculturalism and Citizenship. 

For all of us, this change represents a new beginning. 
It’s a chance to expand our horizons and provide an 
even more thoughtful look at the evolution of diver- 
sity in Canada. Together will continue to provide 
insight on multiculturalism, of course, but with the 
proclamation of the new Department of Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 
Together will also be covering new ground by developing new partnerships. 

What does this mean to you, the reader of Together? 

It means when you turn the pages of this special new edition, you'll 
find articles on my Department’s citizenship, voluntary action, literacy, 
human rights and multiculturalism programs. But most importantly, 
what I hope Together will give its readers is a sense of what this new 
Department is about — its mandate and how its many parts do, indeed, fit 
“together.” 

Our new approach does more than simply keep you current. At this 
time in our history, there is probably no more important function any 
federal department can fulfil than that of helping support and sustain 
our national unity. As the first Minister of the Department of Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship, I believe we can do this best by continuing to 
move forward and by strengthening many of the policies and programs 
already familiar to you. 

For example, readers of the old Together will know how much Multicul- 
turalism policy has changed over the past several years. Its programs 
and funding are focused mainly on removing barriers to equality and 
full participation in our society. Much of our Citizenship programming 
has the same objectives, namely, to help Canadians achieve a greater 
degree of equality and then use that equality to participate fully in the 
life of our country. 

If these objectives can be achieved, every citizen will have a reason 
to identify with and to invest in our society — a reason to take even 
greater pride in being a Canadian. 

I hope you like our new look and our new approach. Over the next 
several editions, Together will introduce you to the new Department 
and to its partners across Canada. I am certain it will be informative 
and that it will help you learn more about us and what we do. Most of 
all, I hope it will encourage all of us to think more actively about what 
we hold in common as citizens of Canada and what we can all do, 
together, to build a better future. 


Gerry Weiner 
Minister of Multiculturalism and Citizenship 


The new Department: 
what we do 
for the newly created 


O Department of Multicul- 


turalism and Citizenship to 
widen its horizons and to 
develop a broader base of 
initiatives and activities that 
reflect Canada’s cultural 
diversity. 

The Department’s objective 
is to create stronger bonds of 
citizenship among all Canadians, 
enabling them to participate 
fully and without discrimination 
in defining and building the 
nation’s future. Departmental 
programs therefore focus on 
such areas as citizenship pro- 
motion, literacy, human rights 
and voluntary action as well as 
eliminating racism, fostering 
community participation and 
supporting cultural develop- 
ment. Here’s a thumbnail sketch 
of what they involve. 


pportunities abound 


Understanding citizenship 
Being a Canadian citizen 
carries with it various rights 
and responsibilities. The Depart- 
ment’s Citizenship Registration 
and Promotion Branch works to 
ensure that these are fully 
understood by everyone who 
enjoys the status of citizenship. 
For example, it oversees a 
nation-wide education program 
designed to inform Canadians 
— new and old — about the 
meaning and implications of 
citizenship. During National 
Citizenship Week, an event 
celebrated every April, the 
Branch works to remind Cana- 
dians of what it means to bea 
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citizen. (See article, p. 16) It also 
honours 25 Canadians each 
year for their contributions to 
citizenship by conferring on 
them the Citation for Citizenship 
awards. (See article, p.17) 
Another key area of responsibil- 
ity for the Branch is working 
with Canada’s 32 Citizenship 
Courts across the country. It is 
in these courts that citizenship 
applications are heard and new 
citizens are sworn in and wel- 
comed as full and equal partners 
in Canadian life. 


Improving literacy 
Many Canadians forego social 
and economic opportunities 
because they lack basic literacy 
skills. Making Canada a more 
literate society is the goal of the 
Department’s National Literacy 
Secretariat, which works closely 
with the provinces/territories, 
voluntary organizations, labour 
and the business sector. Projects 
supported by the Secretariat 
have ranged from one that 
helped the Salvation Army test 
computer-assisted training 
methods for economi- 
cally disadvantaged 
people in Ottawa and 
St. John’s, Newfound- 
land, to a pilot 
project which estab- à 
lished a learning centre 
for immigrant women in 
Manitoba. 


ä 


Protecting human rights 

Respect for human rights is 
one of the fundamental values 
of Canadian society. The Depart- 
ment’s Human Rights Directorate 
supports projects that encour- 
age respect for, and protection 
of, human rights in Canada. It 
does this by working closely 
with various national and 
regional groups, and by pro- 
moting initiatives in human 
rights education and teacher 
training. 

Federal, provincial and terri- 
torial coordination for the 
ratification and implementation 
in Canada of international human 
rights instruments is another 
aspect of the Directorate’s 
work. Currently, for example, 
the Directorate is working with 
provincial and territorial gov- 
ernments to complete the last 
steps towards the ratification 
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by Canada of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

Unfortunately, it’s not just a 
question of making sure people 
know their rights. Human rights 
violations often lead to the 
courts. Together with the 
University of Ottawa’s Human 
Rights Research and Education 
Centre, the Directorate sup- 
ports the Court Challenges 
Program, which has been set up 
to ensure that those who seek 
legal redress in the areas of 
equality and language rights are 
properly represented. Cases 
coming before the court to date 
have dealt with such things as 
religious and racial discrimina- 
tion in the workplace and the 
circulation of “hate” literature. 


Encouraging volunteer 
action 

Many Canadians see getting 
involved in community life as 
an important aspect of their 
citizenship — a way of giving 
something back to Canada. The 
Voluntary Action Program 
encourages all Canadians to 
play an active role in local and 
national issues. To make partici- 
pation easier, the program does 
such things as distributing 
publications on fundraising, 
recruitment practices and 
organizational development to 
various volunteer organizations 
and groups across the country. 
The program also funds research 
studies, one example being a 
recent National Survey on 
Voluntary Activity. The survey 
provided useful information on 
trends in this area as well as a 
framework for the planning of 
new initiatives. 


Confronting and 
eliminating racism and 
discrimination 

Achieving equality for everyone 
means starting with society’s 
institutions. Our aim is to make 
the media, Canada’s legal and 
education systems, its health 
and social services and its 
business sector more repre- 
sentative of Canada’s diversity 
and more sensitive to the needs 
of Canadians from different 
cultural backgrounds. Last year, 
for example, the Department’s 
Race Relations and Cross- 
Cultural Understanding Program 
worked with the Canadian 
Labour Congress to create an 
anti-racism education program 
for its members. It is also con- 
tinually in contact with educators, 
school boards and communi- 
ties, reviewing school curricula 
and university admissions 
programs and contributing to 
the development of multi- 
cultural and anti-racist resource 
materials. 

Another way of promoting 
understanding between people 
from different backgrounds is 


through public education and 
awareness activities. Each 
March 21, the Department 
sponsors a national campaign 
to coincide with the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination (see 
related article, p.16 ). One 
campaign highlight is the hon- 
ouring of individuals and 
groups who have made a special 
contribution to race relations in 
Canada. They are singled out to 
receive the Minister’s Awards 
for Excellence in Race Relations. 


Fostering community 
participation 

Members of ethnocultural and 
visible minorities, as well as new 
citizens seek to participate fully 
in Canadian life. To help them 
reach this goal, the Department’s 
Community Support and Partici- 
pation Program works with 
ethnocultural communities, 
immigrant-serving agencies, 
mainstream service providers 
and other voluntary organiza- 
tions. The program supports 


activities which help members 
of these groups who have 
special needs— for example, 
women, seniors, and young 
people, or those who are expe- 
riencing family violence. It also 
contributes to projects that 
help people fight discrimination 
and build up the skills and 
knowledge they need to enter 
fully into the life of our society. 
One interesting project in this 
area was run by Toronto’s Down- 
town Employment Services, 
which conducted workshops to 
familiarize Portuguese- and 
Spanish-speaking Canadians 
with Canada’s history and 
culture, and to acquaint them 
with the kinds of services 
available in the fields of health 
and employment. 


The expression of Canadian 
identity through the arts and 
academic study is an important 
component of the Department’s 
activities. The Heritage Cultures 
and Languages Program pro- 
motes greater opportunity for 
artists from diverse back- 
grounds and helps to ensure 
equal access to Canada’s arts 
and cultural institutions. The 
program encourages the pro- 
duction of creative and artistic 
works reflecting this diversity. 
It also supports scholarly 
research on all aspects of ethnic- 
ity, and the acquisition and 
promotion of heritage languages. 

New program elements, such 
as Arts Apprenticeships and 
Artists in the Schools, are being 
developed to assist in access 
and professional development 
opportunities. Recent pilot 


projects in these fields have 
proven very successful, for 
example, an apprenticeship 
position on the production of 
the feature film Masala, by 
Divani Films. 

Innovative Projects is anew 
initiative aimed at encouraging 
developments in Heritage 
Language education in Canada. 
The endowment of university 
chairs continues to promote 
the study of issues important to 
multiculturalism and Canadian 
pluralism today. Two chairs 
announced recently in Montréal 
focus on cultural pluralism — one 
at the University of Montréal and 
one awarded jointly to Concordia 
University and the University of 
Québec at Montréal — while one 
at Dalhousie University in Halifax 
focuses on Canadian Black Studies. 

Some recently funded projects 
have enjoyed outstanding 
success, including Nino Ricci’s 
book, Lives of the Saints, which 

received a Governor General’s 

Award, and Sam and Me and 

The Adjuster, two films by 
former grant/bursary 
recipients, Deepa 
Mehta and Atom 

Egoyan respectively. 

The films appeared 

in the Cannes Film 
Festival. ¥ 
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Defining ourselves 


ver the past year or 

so, Canadians have 

taken the opportunity 
to speak about their national 
identity, using platforms such 
as the Citizen’s Forum on 
Canada’s Future, provincial 
commissions and privately 
sponsored surveys. Many 
people have expressed a 
sense of shared core values, 
including a belief in the need 
for equality and fairness in 
our society, a respect for 
diversity and pride in Cana- 
dian citizenship. 

Based in part on these 
discussions, the Govern- 
ment of Canada has 
developed a 
series of 
proposals for 
renewed 
federalism. A 
major focus 
for the consti- 
tutional pro- 
posals is the 
reaffirmation of 
Canadian identity 
and values. ¥ 


International Human 
Rights Day 


n December 10, 1948, 

the General Assembly 

of the United Nations 
proclaimed the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 
On that same date in 1991, 
people everywhere will be 
celebrating their rights as 
human beings and citizens of 
the world. This year’s Interna- 
tional Human Rights Day 
marks the Declaration’s 43rd 
anniversary. 

On Human Rights Day, Cana- 
dians celebrate the important 
role of human rights in nation- 
building. Representatives from 
every sector of Canadian society 
and every field of human rights 
play their part in raising aware- 
ness of this notable event. Last 
year, the Honourable Gerry 
Weiner, Minister of Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship, 
hosted a National 
Conference on 
Human Rights / 


and Canadian Solidarity from 
December 9 to 11. Conference 
participants had the opportu- 
nity to explore a wide range of 
issues, from the economics of 
human rights to their imple- 
mentation. 

Non-governmental organiza- 
tions (NGOs) across the country 
are also active in promoting 
human rights for all citizens of 
the world. For example, Amnesty 
International groups in Canada 
will mark this December 10 by 
holding vigils, participating in 
special services and setting up 
public information displays. 
Province- and territory-based 
events scheduled for Interna- 
tional Human Rights Day range 
from workshops and award 
ceremonies to poster contests 
for schoolchildren, as well as 
“write-a-thons,” in which partici- 
pants spend the night writing 
letters to governments around 
the world, urging them to act in 
support of individuals 

whose rights are being 

violated. 

To find out 
how you can get 
involved in 
International 

Human Rights 
Day activities 
in your region, 
contact your local 
human rights group, 
or the Human 
Rights Directorate, 
Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0M5, 
(819) 994-5971. % 


Literacy into the ‘90s 


1989 survey con- 

ducted by Statistics 

Canada showed that 
more than one third of Cana- 
dians have some difficulty 
with everyday reading tasks. 
Here’s how the literacy statis- 
tics break down: 
e 7 per cent of Canadians are 
unable to read; 
e 9 per cent can find certain 
familiar words in a simple text, 
but have difficulty with many 
common reading materials; and 
e 22 per cent can handle a 
variety of reading materials, but 
only if they are simply and 
clearly laid out. 

The economic and social 
costs of illiteracy are over- 
whelming. In 1988, the Canadian 
Business Task Force on Literacy 
estimated that illiteracy costs 
businesses $4 billion each year 
in lost productivity. Also, many 
people who do not have basic 
literacy skills have difficulty 
finding and keeping a job, 
participating fully in community 
life, or even reading to their 
children. 

In 1991, communities across 
the country showed their 
support for literacy ef- 
forts by celebrating 
International Literacy 
Day on September 
8. Voluntary groups 
organized community- 
based events and fund- 
raising initiatives aimed 
at increasing public aware- 
ness of the need for strong 
literacy skills. 

In the Northwest Territories, 
Minister Gerry Weiner paid 
honour to recipients of the 


Minister’s Literacy Recognition 
Awards, and the territorial 
government announced the 
co-sponsorship of several 
Aboriginal literacy projects. In 
Winnipeg, fans at the September 8 
Blue Bombers football game 
had the chance to visit a celeb- 
rity reading tent and learn more 
about the importance of reading 
and writing skills. 

Many other literacy activities 
are planned for the near future. 
These include joint federal and 
provincial literacy initiatives for 
Micmacs, deaf and hard-of- 
hearing persons, and adult 
learners in remote areas of Nova 
Scotia. As well, a pilot project to 
support community-based 
literacy in New Brunswick will 
soon be underway. In Québec, 
the Secretariat has recently 
supported a literacy project of 
the Fédération des travailleurs/ 
travailleuses du Québec. 

For more information, contact 
the National Literacy Secretariat, 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0M5, (819) 
953-5280. # 
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New to the Department 


ani Mokhtar has re- 

cently been appointed 

to the position of 
Director General, Race Rela- 
tions and Cross-Cultural 
Understanding program in the 
Multiculturalism Sector. Previ- 
ously Director of Indian Mon- 
eys with the Department of 
Indian and Northern Affairs, 
Mr. Mokhtar has also worked 
with the Programs Branch of 
the Treasury Board Secre- 
tariat. 

A member of the Public Service 
since 1972, Mr. Mokhtar has 
had extensive experience in 
policy analysis and development 
— both in departments and 
central agencies — in the areas 
of social and economic develop- 
ment, including native affairs, 
comprehensive claims, immi- 
gration, transport and energy. 
During the course of his career, 
he has also undertaken various 
assignments for the World Bank 
and United Nations organizations 
in Africa. # 
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On the arts front 
ome interesting things 
are happening in the 


S arts. Here are just a few. 


e More and more, Canadian 
museums are recognizing the 
important role multiculturalism 
plays in shaping the country’s 
history and identity. For their 
part, ethnic communities are 
working with museums to ensure 
that their cultural identities, 
both past and present, will be 
expressed and shared. 

These developments are 
reflected in the increasingly 
strong relationship between the 
Canadian Museums Association 
and the Department of Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship. Speaking 
at the Canadian Museums 
Association Annual Conference 
in June of 1991, Minister Gerry 
Weiner stressed the importance 
of museums in representing the 
diverse values of Canadian 
communities. 

For more information, contact 
the Canadian Museums Asso- 
ciation, 400-280 Metcalfe Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1R7, (613) 
233-5653. 

e Now in its seventeenth year, 
the Canadian Heritage Festival 
is one of Canada’s premier 
performing arts training projects. 
Each summer, young performers 
from across the country work, 
study and perform under the 
guidance of some of Canada’s 
foremost professional artists. 

The Festival has two main 
goals — to promote cross- 
cultural understanding and to 
give young, cultural minority 
artists the opportunity to hone 
their performing skills. Early 
each summer, organizers travel 


across Canada auditioning 
hundreds of talented young 
people eager to “show their stuff.” 

Forty performers took part in 
the 1991 show, training for 11 days 
for performances in Winnipeg 
and Brandon. Many intend to 
use the training and experience 
gained at the Festival as a 
stepping stone to future careers 
in the performing arts. For 
example, Sandra Graham, twice 
a Festival participant, received 
on-the-job training this year as 
an assistant producer and 
choreographer. Her training 
was made possible through the 
Department’s pilot Apprentice- 
ship-in-the-Arts program. 

The theme for the 1991 
festival was “Wedding of the 
Century,” reflecting the coming 
together of Canada’s many 
cultures. As an added attraction, 
the Festival company per- 
formed a special closing show 
for Winnipeg's Folklorama — 
Canada’s Festival of Nations. 

For more information, contact 
Harvey Brodkin, Multicultu- 
ralism and Citizenship Canada, 
Ottawa K1A OM5, (819) 994-5657. 


Sandra Graham was hired 
this year as an apprentice 
producer and choreographer, 
one of the program's pilot 
projects for a new "Apprentice- 
ship in the Arts" initiative. 


e Since its inception in 1988, 
the Canadian Artists Network 
— Black Artists in Action 
(CAN-BAIA) has been calling 
for improved support and 
exposure for the works of 
African-Canadian artists. Ata 
series of conferences held in 
six cities across Canada early 
this year, the organization 
brought black artists from a 
variety of disciplines together 
with arts funders from govern- 
ment agencies and the corporate 
world to examine barriers to 
funding programs. 

Among the topics discussed 
were those of fair jury composi- 
tion and employment equity in 
major funding agencies, and the 
need for artists, critics and 
teachers who are knowledgeable 
about cultural diversity in 
artistic expression. A final 
report on the conference is due 
for release this fall. 

For more information, contact 
Katherine Alleyne, 24 Ryerson 
Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
MST 2P3, (416) 363-5048. # 
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Better.” The contest is part 
of an ongoing public educa- 
tion campaign to enlist the 
help of all Canadians in 
fighting racial discrimination. 
The campaign is centered 


Once again, the response 
was impressive — more than 
5000 young people from across 
Canada participated either 
individually or in groups, 
writing in to describe their 
around March 21, theInter-  feelings about racism and how 
national Day for the Elimina- young people can take a stand 
tion of Racial Discrimination, against it. Here are the contest 
but lasts all year. winners, from coast to coast. 


And the winners are ... 
or the third year ina 
row in 1991, Multicul- 


F turalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada sponsored a 
contest inviting teens to sub- 
mit a poem, story, pictures, 


videos, ideas or group projects 
on the theme “Together We’re 


Resolute Bay, Northwest Territo- 
ries; 

Courtney Thériault, Ecole Emilie 
Tremblay, Whitehorse, Yukon; 


Arts students from Sir Charles 
Tupper Secondary School, Van- 
couver, British Columbia; 


Creative writing students from 
G.P. Vanier Secondary School, 
Courtenay, British Columbia; 


Paul Moretto and Frank Bifulco, 
Alpha Secondary School, 
Burnaby, British Columbia; 


Grade 7 students from Ashmont 
Secondary School, Goodfish Lake, 
Alberta; 


Trent Rohovich, Carleton Com- 
prehensive High School, Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan; 


Joyce Kalluk, Qarmartalik School, 


Grade 9 students with their 
teacher Sherry Peden, Norway 
House, Manitoba; 


Jenna Stephenson, Westwood 
Collegiate, Winnipeg, Manitoba; 
Nadia Bucciol, Kari Hope and 
Claire Molony, St. Roberts 
Comprehensive High School, 
Richmond Hill, Ontario; 

all students and staff of 
Pickering High School, Toronto, 
Ontario; 

the students of Doncrest Public 
School, Richmond Hill, Ontario; 
Grade 8 students of MSGR Leo 
Cleary School, Courtice, Ontario; 
all students from Ecole Villa 
Maria, Montréal, Québec; 

BNW Groupe de Rap, 
Outaouais, Québec; 


Huynh Dan Khuong, Ecole 
Secondaire Jacques-Rousseau, 
Longueuil, Québec; 


Grade 6, 7, 8 and 9 classes of 
Hillcrest School, Moncton,New 
Brunswick; 


April Jamieson and Kate Milton, 
Lakeside Beechville School, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia; 


Charlotte Stratton, Cobequid 
Educational Centre, Truro, Nova 
Scotia; 


Kelly Peck and her Grade 6 class 
of Eliot River Elementary School, 
Cornwall, Prince Edward Island; 


Jennifer Perrier, St. Joseph’s High 
School, St. Georges, Newfoundland. 


For more information, contact Sandra Souchotte, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada, Ottawa, 


K1A OM5, (819) 997-0028. 


Promofing positive 
relations 


eople from visible 
P minority and Aborigi- 

nal groups make up 
almost 10 per cent of Cana- 
da’s population. Keeping that 
in mind, governments and 
police services have become 
increasingly aware of the need 
to bridge the cultural gaps 
between police and Canadians 
from these groups. 

In September of 1991, a 
national centre promoting 
positive relations between 
police and people from visible 
minority and Aboriginal groups 
opened in Ottawa. First proposed 
in the 1989 Action Plan on 
Police-Minority Relations, the 
Centre has received the support 
of federal, provincial and terri- 
torial governments, police and 
minority organizations. 

Its main objective is to encour- 
age positive race relations by 
helping to prevent incidents 
involving racism or racial 
discrimination and by encour- 
aging police to respond more 
effectively and appropriately to 
cultural diversity. To do this, 
the Centre offers information, 
resource materials and expert 
advice on: 

e effective liaison, consultation 
and outreach mechanisms 
between police and visible 
minority and Aboriginal clients 
and communities; 

e prevention and management 
of race relations incidents; 

+ bias-free standards, policies 
and procedures for selecting, 
recruiting and advancing police 
officers; and 


¢ cross-cultural and anti-racism 
training for police officers. 

Funded by Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada and the 
Solicitor General of Canada, the 
new Centre operates as an 
independent body overseen by 
a Board of Governors and is 
housed in the Canadian Police 
College. Staffing support is 
provided by the Ontario Provincial 
Police and the Metropolitan 
Toronto Police Force. 

For more information, con- 
tact Mark O’Neil, Race Relations 
and Cross-Cultural Understanding 
Program, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0M5, (819) 994-5643. %# 


Film industry 
opportunities 


ere’s a newsflash from 
H the film industry. The 

Toronto-based produc- 
tion company, Daruma Pic- 
tures Inc., will soon begin 
production of “Sadness of the 
Moon”, a feature film directed 
by Midi Onodera. The com- 
pany is offering seven paid 
training positions for Aborigi- 


and women. If 
you know of 
media artists, 
filmmakers or 
video produc- 
ers who may 
be inter- 
ested, the fol- 
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lowing positions are available: 
e a production manager’s 
assistant; 

e two production assistants; 
a labourer; 

an art director’s assistant; 

a camera trainee; and 

an assistant sound editor. 
Applicants will receive on- 
the-job training and gain 
practical experience in film 
production under the supervision 
of industry professionals. Film 
production will be based in 
Toronto, and applicants will 
have to cover their own travel 
costs, accommodation and 
living expenses. 

The film apprenticeship 
program is funded by Multi- 
culturalism and 
Citizenship 


Canada and the 

Ontario Film Develop- 
ment Corporation/ 
Liaison of Independ- 
ent Filmmakers of 


Dramatic Film Fund. 
For more information, 


nal Canadians, people of © 
colour, members of A fe / 
cultural minorities 4 Toronto Multicultural 


| contact Apprenticeship Pro- 
A gram Coordinator, Daruma 


Pictures Inc., 689 Queen 
Ad Street West, P.O. Box 74, 
\\ Toronto, Ontario 

M5J 1E6, Fax 
M (416) 594-1336. # 


Clear and simple 
here’s a move afoot to 
make written material 


1 more accessible to 


everyone. Plain Language: 
Clear and Simple and Pour un 
style clair et simple are new 
publications that offer straight- 
forward advice on writing 
with the audience in mind. 
The easy-to-use reference 
guides show how you can get 
your message across clearly 
and effectively, whether in a 
letter, a set of policy guide- 
lines or a car-repair manual. 
Using examples from govern- 
ment and business, the 60-page 
guides outline seven steps to 
making bureaucratic and techni- 
cal writing interesting and easy 
to understand. They offer 
suggestions on organizing your 
thoughts before writing, using 
familiar words instead of jargon, 
writing simple, clear sentences 
and phrases, and designing 
materials for a particular audience. 
The guides were developed 
by the National Literacy Secre- 
tariat of Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, working in 
partnership with 14 government 
departments and agencies. 
Plain Language: Clear and 
Simple and Pour un style clair et 
simple are available in print, 
audio cassette and braille 
formats. To obtain a copy, send 
$6.95 to the Canada Communi- 
cation Group, Publishing, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0S9, (613) 
956-4802, Fax (613) 994-1498. # 


Building on success 
nce again this past 
summer, police from 


O across Canada took 


part in a program designed to 
give visible minority and 
Aboriginal youth a look at 
police work “from the inside.” 
One hundred and thirty young 
people were employed to 
assist police in patrol duties, 
work with victims and wit- 
nesses, and participate in 
investigations and crime 
prevention programs. 

Initiated in 1989 to encourage 
young people from minority 
groups to consider careers in 
policing, the program has 
proven to be a great success — 
in fact, participation doubled 
between 1990 and 1991. This 
year, police services from 32 
communities in Nova Scotia, 


Québec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
Alberta and British Columbia 
took part. Vancouver’s police 
department received more than 
90 applications from young 
people interested in signing up. 
Recruiting officers selected 10 
of the candidates. The other 80 
were invited to attend a special 
seminar offering information on 
a future career with the police 
department. 

Jointly funded by Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship Canada 
and Employment and Immigra- 
tion Canada’s “Challenge ’90" 
program, the innovative summer 
employment program is en- 
dorsed by the Canadian Asso- 
ciation of Chiefs of Police (CACP). 

For more information, con- 
tact the CACP, Tower B, Place 
de Ville, Suite 1908, 112 Kent 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5P2, 
(613) 233-1106. # 


Race relations in Nova 


Scotia 
O group of Black pa- 
trons was barred from 
a nightclub in Halifax, spark- 
ing a riot that left a trail of 
injuries and damaged prop- 
erty in its wake. The incident 
focused national attention on 
race relations in Nova Scotia. 

In response, representatives 
from the Black community, 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada, the Nova Scotia 
Human Rights Commission and 
the Halifax Employee Relations 
Department formed the Advisory 
Group on Race Relations on 
July 26, 1991. Its mandate was 
to look into racism and to 
recommend a plan of action for 
the three levels of government 
to improve race relations across 
the province. 

“Our goal is equality in employ- 
ment and all segments of life for 
all our citizens,” said Halifax 
Mayor, Ron Wallace. “This 
coordinated approach will help 
bring together the community 
and various levels of government 
in order to provide a meaning- 
ful response.” 

After consulting with a broad 
cross-section of interest groups, 
the committee has prepared a 
report setting out 94 recom- 
mendations in seven key areas, 
including education, employ- 
ment, police-community relations, 
and the media. Among other 
things, the report recommends 
that: 

e the provincial education 
department appoint a Black 
director of race relations, 


n July 19, 1991, a 


responsible directly to the 
Deputy Minister of Education; 

e government and industry 
work to establish employment 
equity programs to increase job 
opportunities for Black Nova 
Scotians; 

e the Nova Scotia Liquor Control 
Act be amended to include 
racial harassment as grounds 
for a bar or tavern to lose its 
liquor licence; and 

e cross-cultural training be 
made mandatory for all judges 
and police officers. 

The Response of the Federal 
Government to the Recommen- 
dations of the Nova Scotia Advisory 
Group on Race Relations was 
released in October of 1991. 

Copies of the 21-page report 
and the federal response are 
available in English and French 
from the Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada Regional 
Office, 5281 Duke Street, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia B3J 3M1. For more 
information about the commit- 
tee, contact Peter Spurway, 
Department of Attorney 
General, P.O. Box 7, Halifax, 

Nova Scotia B3J 2L6. ¥ 


Literacy North 


he Northwest Territo- 

ries is working to 

increase the literacy 
levels of its population. More 
than 55 per cent of its resi- 
dents are not literate. The rate 
for Aboriginal people is even 
higher — while many can read 
and write in their mother 
tongue, only 28 percent are 
literate in English. Low lit- 
eracy skills contribute di- 
rectly to high unemployment 
rates among Aboriginal peo- 
ples in Canada’s North. 

In September of 1990, the 
Northwest Territories Depart- 
ment of Education launched a 
five-year initiative aimed at 
improving residents’ literacy 
skills. A key element of the 
strategy is the support and 
extension of Arctic College’s 
literacy and adult basic education 
programs. The College reached 
more than 300 Northerners 
with in-house and outreach 
literacy initiatives in 1989. It is 
currently developing and imple- 
menting a variety of commu- 
nity-based programs in English 
and Aboriginal languages. 

Other components of the 
literacy strategy are: 

e development and implemen- 
tation of a public awareness 
campaign; 


Coast to Coast | 13 


¢ promotion of voluntary and 
private sector involvement in 
literacy initiatives; 

e preparation of baseline data 
on illiteracy; 

e monitoring school curricula 
and programs, and developing 
supporting resource materials; 
and 

e testing new literacy program 
pilot projects. 

The National Literacy Secre- 
tariat of Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada and the 
Northwest Territories govern- 
ment are working together to 
support literacy projects in 
the North. 

For more information, 
contact Lynn Fogwill, 
Department of Education, 
P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, 
NWT X1A 2N9, 

(403) 920-3482. # 
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14) Partners 


The ABCs of literacy literacy activities and an inven- A new spirit of giving 
tory of workplace literacy 

echnology, like inter- projects across the country; treet violence and 

national competition e serving as a voice for the drug abuse, pollution 

and the emergence of private sector in national policy ™ and the environment, 
a global economy, is changing discussions on literacy; and AIDS, illiteracy — today’s 
the way Canadians work. The e¢ promoting private-sector social concerns are adding up 
new workplace skills initiatives, such as the to dramatic increases in the 
require more educa- establishment of in- demand for funds by Canada’s 
tion and training, | house literacy programs charitable/non-profit sector. 
better communica- _ for employees, and the IMAGINE is one program that 
tion and higher - provision of financial or is working hard to narrow the 
literacy levels. For | volunteer assistance to growing gap between social 
Canadian busi- community literacy needs and expectations, and 
nesses, an illiterate | programs. Canadians’ ability and willing- 
workforce can mean | For more information, ness to pay. A nation-wide aware- 
low productivity, contact ABC CANADA, ness and education initiative, 
poor product qual- 1496 Lower Water Street, | IMAGINE encourages individu- 
ity, and lost management and Box 35, Halifax, Nova Scotia als and companies to donate 
supervisory time. Foremploy-  B3J 1R9, (902) 492-2665. ¥ time and money to their favourite 


ees, it can mean restricted 
mobility and fewer promotion 
opportunities. 

Officially launched on 
September 8, 1990 — 
International Lit- 
eracy Day — ABC 
CANADA is a national 
organization dedicated 
to raising public aware- 
ness about literacy issues 
and encouraging positive 
action in Canada’s private sector. 
Made up primarily of representa- 
tives from business and labour, 
ABC CANADA is currently 
active on four main fronts: 

+ raising public awareness 
about the need for improved 
literacy levels through a multi- 
media campaign developed in 
collaboration with the Canadian 
Advertising Foundation; 
¢ promoting awareness in th 
private sector by distributing 
information and resource | 
materials to companies — for 
example, a kit on workplace — 


causes. 

Launched in 1988 by the 
Canadian Centre for Philanthropy, 
the campaign was initially 
sponsored by four corporations 
— Imperial Oil Limited, John 
Labatt Limited, the JW. McConnell 
Family Foundation and the 
Royal Bank of Canada. The 
department’s Voluntary Action 
Program contributed $1 million 
to help establish the IMAGINE 

initiative. 
It’s catching on — more than 
250 Canadian companies have 
made the IMAGINE commitment 
» by pledging charitable dona- 
‘tions of one per cent of their 
average yearly pre-tax profit. 
Many companies also actively 
promote employee donations 
and outside volunteering efforts. 
For more information, contact 
IMAGINE, 1329 Bay Street, Suite 
200, Toronto, Ontario M5R 2C4, 
(416) 515-0764. # 


Doing their share 
very year, Multicultura- 
lism and Citizenship 


E Canada works in 


partnership with key members 
of the corporate sector to 
promote awareness of race 
relations issues. Here are just 
a few of the ways in which 
Canada’s private sector has 
contributed to the effort. 

Since its introduction in 1989, 
the “Together We’re Better” 
contest has done its part to 
sensitize young people to the 
importance of eliminating 
racism and racial discrimination. 
In 1989, Smith Corona Limited 
donated a word-processing 
typewriter and electric typewrit- 
ers as contest prizes. Swatch 
Watch, the 1990 corporate 
sponsor, provided watches and 
pens for the winning entrants. 
Last year, POP84 Clothing 
donated gift certificates redeem- 
able at any of its stores. 

The Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters (CAB) has been a 
valuable partner. Its National 
Racial Harmony Campaign of 
radio and television public 
service announcements (PSAs) 
received funding from Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship Canada 
(for production of the French 
versions). The CAB also helped 
support the Department’s 
March 21 campaign to stop 
racism. As well as being an active 
member of the Department’s 
March 21 Advisory Committee, 
the CAB produced a broadcast- 
er’s guide of on-air ideas to use 
on March 21, the International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination. 


Be Peer By 


Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada welcomes new 
corporate partners in its efforts 
to promote racial understanding. 
Find out how you can get in- 
volved by contacting Sandra 
Souchotte, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0M5, (819) 997-0028 or 
Denise Amyot, Race Relations 
and Cross-Cultural Understand- 
ing Program, Ottawa K1A 0M5, 
(819) 994-2156. ¥ 


Css 
Supporting citizenship 
uring National Citizen- 
D ship Week 1991, or- 
ganizations from the 
public, private and voluntary 
sectors encouraged their 
employees and patrons to 
take pride in being Canadian 
and to take an active role in 
issues affecting their commu- 
nity. Here’s a sampling of 
what went on. 
e Nearly one and one-half — 
million Canadians read about 
National Citizenship Week on 
credit card statements issued 
by enRoute, Canadian Tire, and 
the Bank of Nova Scotia. 
e Throughout Saskatchewan, 
people saw the logo and dates 
of National Citizenship Week 
every time they opened their 
refrigerators — the Dairy Pro- 
ducers of Saskatchewan printed 
National Citizenship Week 
information on their milk cartons 
in the month of April. 
e The vice-president’s column 
in Air Canada’s in-flight maga- 
zine, enRoute, informed air 


travellers of National Citizen- 
ship Week throughout the 
month of April. 

e Through select Campeau 
Corporation facilities, displays 
were set up to raise public 
awareness of citizenship. 

e W.H. Smith/SmithBooks 
stores, Sam the Record Man 
shops and members of the 
Canadian Association of Public 
Libraries across the country 
displayed and distributed 
National Citizenship Week 
materials. 

For more information, contact 
Bruce Steen, Citizenship Regis- 
tration and Promotion, Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship Canada, 
Ottawa K1A 0M5, (819) 953-4229. # 


Ait edcation 


 n Multiculturalism: 


| 6 _ Translating Policy into 


Practice, authors Carol 


Tator and Frances Henry 
report on the results of a 
nation-wide survey of policies 
_and programs as they relate 
to multicultural and anti-racist 


education. Using case studies, 


_the authors document model 
initiatives in schools, school 


boards, ministries/depart- 


ments, professional associa- 
tions and community groups 
across the country. 


_ For more information, con- 
tact Juliet Cuenco, Multicul- 
turalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa K1A 0M5, 
(819)953-8865. ¥ 


n March 21, 1992, 
O Canadians will join 

together to commemo- 
rate the International Day for 
the Elimination of Racial Dis- 
crimination. Each year on this 
date, people around the world 
mark the anniversary of the 
1960 massacre in Sharpeville, 
South Africa, when more than 
70 peaceful demonstrators 
against apartheid were killed 
and 180 wounded. 

For the fourth year in a row, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada will offer suggestions 
for activities to mark the day and 
distribute promotional materi- 
als across Canada to interested 
groups and individuals. Materials 
are geared to educators, the 
media, community groups and 
the workplace, and are designed 
to make March 21 last all year. 

For more information, write 
to: The March 21 Anti-Racism 
campaign, Communications 
Branch, Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, Ottawa, 


Ontario K1A 0M5, (819) 997-0055.¥ 


Celebrating citizenship 
his year is an impor- 
; tant one for Canadians 
— 1992 marks not 
only the 125th anniversary of 

Confederation, but also the 

45th anniversary of the proc- 

lamation of the Canadian 

Citizenship Act and the 10th 

anniversary of the Canadian 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

National Citizenship Week 
1992 takes place from April 12 
to 18. Featuring the theme 
Canadian Citizenship: Take it to 
Heart, National Citizenship 
Week is a perfect chance for all 
of us to demonstrate our com- 
mitment to being part of the 
Canadian family and to take an 
active role in issues affecting 
our community and country. 
Here are some suggestions on 
how you can get involved: 

e Find out more about Canada 

— look into the celebrations in 

your area and get involved. 

e Get involved in activities that 

are important to your community. 

This may include welcoming 

and assisting newcomers, 

preserving the environment or 
protecting the community’s 
heritage. 

e Make a contribu- 
| tion to solving an 
SS | issue or problem 

| that is important to 
our Canadian 
family. 

e Reflect on what 
your Canadian citi- 
zenship really 
means to you, and 
think of ways you 

can make a differ- 

ence to the country. 


For more information about 
National Citizenship Week, 
contact Citizenship Registration 
and Promotion, Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, Ottawa 
K1A 0M5, (819) 953-4229. ¥ 


NE 
Teaching our children 


ow do children ac- 


H quire their attitudes 


about race and ethnic- 
ity? What role do educators 
play in transmitting informa- 
tion about these issues? Can 
they do more? _ 

The Toronto Chapter of the 
Congress of Black Women of 
Canada has recently produced 
a documentary film, called 
Children are not the Problem, 
which explores anti-racist 
education at the daycare and 
kindergarten levels. Intended 
for educators and parents, it 
examines the type of informa- 
tion that children receive in 
these settings, the effects of 
biased education and expecta- 
tions on children from a variety 
of ethnocultural backgrounds, 
and new training options that 
can sensitize child-care workers 
and educators to race relations 
issues. 

The film was directed by 
Roger McTair and produced by 
Claire Prieto. Copies (in English 
only) can be obtained from the 
Congress of Black Women of 
Canada, Toronto Chapter, 20 
College Street, Suite 11, 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1K2, 
(416) 975-1640. % 


Citing excellence 
he fifth annual Cita- 
tion for Citizenship 


1 award presentation 


will be held in Ottawa in the 
spring of 1992. Instituted in 
1988, the award recognizes 
Canadian citizens and groups 
from across the country for 
activities which promote the 
values of Canadian citizenship 
and which encourage active 
citizen participation. To date, 
100 Canadian individuals and 
organizations have been 
honoured with citations. 

e Blanche Lemco van Ginkel, 
Canada’s first female Dean of 
a school of architecture, 
received the Citation in 1991. 
Van Ginkel has been an active 
contributor to Canadian citi- 
zenship in the areas of wom- 
en’s rights, education, multicul- 
turalism, architecture, city plan- 
ning and historic preservation. 

e Encounters with Canada, a 
program which brings young 
Canadians together for special 
one-week sessions, also re- 
ceived the award in 1991. It 
gives youth the opportunity 
to share new experiences, get 
to know one another, and 
discover common values 
while learning about Canada 
and its institutions. Since its 
creation in 1982, over 25,000 
young people have partici- 
pated in the program. 

e Jules-A. Roberge, of Thetford 
Mines, Québec, was another 
1991 Citation for Citizenship 
recipient. Roberge’s fund- 
raising and volunteer organizing 
efforts have raised over $2 million 
to purchase medical equipment 
and create special care units 


Showcase 


at the Centre Hospitalier, 
Region Amiante. Roberge has 
also been active in youth 
programs, the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Rotary 
Club of Amiante. 

Citation for Citizenship 
brochures and nomination 
forms are available from 
regional offices and Courts of 
Canadian Citizenship across 
the country. Nominations 
must be submitted by Decem- 
ber 1, 1991 and will be reviewed 
by an Advisory Panel, chaired 
by Senior Citizenship Judge 
Elizabeth Willcock. % 


Giving something back 
esigned to benefit the 
city or region they 


D serve, community 


foundations build their assets 
from the charitable donations 
of people who want to give 
something back to their com- 
munity. There are more than 
50 such foundations across 
Canada, representing approxi- 
mately $450 million in assets. 
Generally, board membership 
includes a broad cross-section 


of area residents, ensuring 
that granting programs are 
responsive to the region’s 
particular needs. 

The First National Confer- 
ence of Canadian Community 
Foundations took place in Ottawa 
in April of 1990. Supported in 
part by the Voluntary Action 
Program of the Department of 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada, the conference 
had three main goals: 
¢ to promote the develop- 
ment of community founda- 
tions throughout Canada; 

e to broaden awareness of 
community foundations, both 
nationally and locally; and 

e to consider the formation of 
a national network of Cana- 
dian community foundations. 

More than 30 foundations 
from across the country took 
part in the two-day event. In 
addition, representatives from 
13 cities and towns came to find 
out more about how to start 
up foundations in their area. 

One of the major outcomes 
of the conference was the 
creation of a national network 
to encourage information- 
sharing, promote regional and 
national-level cooperation, 
and co-ordinate public infor- 
mation campaigns. 

For more information, contact 
Alaistair Gamble, National 
Coordinator, Community 
Foundations of Canada, 150 Kent 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5P4, (613) 236-1616. # 


ED Gromcase s 


Get some answers 


ith Canadians from 
W «ccs to coast talking 
about unity and the 


country’s future, multicul- 
turalism has become the 
subject of much discussion. 
Recently, the Department of 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship published Multiculturalism: 
What is it Really About?, an 
information booklet designed 
to answer some of the ques- 
tions Canadians are asking 
about multiculturalism and 
about the Department itself. 
For example: 

e How does multiculturalism 
benefit Canadian society? 

e How much is spent on multicul- 
turalism policy and what does 
the policy do? 

e Does multiculturalism include 
Canada’s Aboriginal peoples? 

e Are Canadian symbols and 
traditions being eroded by 
multiculturalism? 

e Why do we have a Department 
of Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship? 

The 40-page bilingual booklet 
also includes important facts 
and figures about Canada’s 
ethnocultural diversity, excerpts 
from the Canadian Multicul- 
turalism Act and sources to 
contact for further information. 

To obtain a copy of the booklet, 
which is available free of charge, 
contact Communications Branch, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0M5, 
(819) 997-0055. 

(Also available in alternative 
media.) % 


Photographs on pages 4, 5, 6, 13 
provided courtesy of Health and 
Welfare Canada. 


Publications in brief 
reating a Love of 
{ Reading, by John Daniel 
O’Leary (1991) for the 
National Literacy Secretariat, 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada, Ottawa K1A 0M5, 
(819) 953-5286. The Acting 
President of Frontier College 
talks about the importance of 
instilling an appreciation of 
reading in children. Aimed 
primarily at parents, the book 
suggests various ways of 
encouraging children to read, 
both at home and through 
community reading projects. 
It includes a bibliography and 
list of resource materials. 

Québec Kaléidoscope, compiled 
by Sonia Pelletier; PAJE Editeur 
(Collection «Post-scriptum»); 
1991; ISBN 2-9801495-4-3; $11.95. 
A testimony to the richness of 
Québécois culture, this book is 
a collection of literary pieces by 
10 of the province’s authors 
whose cultural backgrounds are 
as varied as their works are 
unpretentious, humorous and 
colourful. 

Tales for an Unknown City — 
Stories from One Thousand and 
One Friday Nights of Storytelling, 
collected by Dan Yashinsky; 
MC we University 


Press; 1990; ISBN 0-7735-0786-8; 
$29.95. This selection of almost 
fifty stories includes tales from 
the Maritimes, Quebec and the 
Prairies; from Trinidad, China, 
Italy, Poland, Tanzania and 
Salem Village, Massachusetts. 
They are among the many told 
at One Thousand and One 
Friday Nights of Storytelling, a 
weekly coffee house event 
begun by Dan Yashinsky in 
1978 and still going strong. 

The Enemy that Never Was, by 
Ken Adachi; co-published by 
McClelland & Stewart Inc. and 
Multiculturalism and Citizen- 
ship Canada; 1991; ISBN 0-7710- 
0722-1; $18.95. A comprehen- 
sive study of Japanese Canadians 
from 1877 to 1975, this reprint re- 
examines a variety of issues, 
including the course of Japanese 
immigration, the growth of 
social, economic and political 
organizations, and the struggle 
against discrimination. A key 
focus is the internment of 
thousands of Japanese Canadians 
during the Second World War. 
The reprint includes a new fore- 
word and a concluding chapter 
by historian, Roger Daniels, who 
provides an update of events 
over the last 15 years since the 
book was first published. # 


Together is published quarterly by Multiculturalism and Cine Canada. 
Your comments and enquiries are invited. Please address all corespondence 


or requests for additional copies | to: 
Together 


Communications Branch 


Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada _ 


Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM5 
(819) 997-0055 


The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. 
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